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i’oung Playwrights May
-~ Learn Much From

As a Man of the Theatre This Actor-Author Is Still Far

Generation.

Ahead of His Colleagues of the Younger I
|

By LAWRENCE REAMER,
HEN William Gillette decided that he would return to the stage

and add the prestige of his name to the Frohman fortunea during
a8 more or less indifferent season in the theatre he doubtless

thought that nothing would serve his purposes so well as a second "Sher- |
lock Hnlmes."” The material for a play of this kind came to his hand I,u;F

the short story of Howard Morton, “The Maker of Dreams” was the result |

=& result which seema destinea’ to be just as agreeable to Mr. Gillette a8 |

to the entrepreneurs who benefit by his theatrical activitles, There is
nothing in the three acts of the new play which has not already proved
its value in the dramatic version of Conan Doyle's detective serles,

More eloquent as an example of the power of method {s the new play
et the Empire Theatre. Few unknown playwrights weuld dare in this
vear of grace to come hefore the public with material so slight and what is
worse, so improbable as this story of attempted blackmail. Mr. Gillette's
rich knowledge of the theatre has enabled him to add no end of interesting
dstall to this development of the banal,

Even the ahsurdities Into which Mr. Gillette voluntarily led hla char
ecters did not, under his practised hand, serve to shake the confidence
of the audience in the proceedings. It took great tact to make the squirm-
ings and writhings of the conspirators anything but ludicrous,

Yet Mr. Gillette’s unusual skill was equal even to thls result. To be
@ble to acccomplish so much ought to encourage the younger playwrights
to learn some of the secrets which ahound in the wise head of Mr. Gillette,
It 18 no excuse for ignoring technique that it is in the theatre too often
employed on materfal that is unworthy. Its use in the case of what may
I's more highly esteemed would inevitably add additional value to the
subfect matter,

William Gillette probably allows himself no scruples on this subject.
Iie never wrote for eritical praise. His plays from “Too Much Johnson,”
which he so cleverly adapted from *Plantation Thomassin,” down to the
specimen on view at the Empire Theatre, were written to en‘ertain the
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publie. They succeeded wonderfully
Mr. Gillette as a man of the theatre
fg still far ahead of his colloagues, It
would be encournging to feel that his
guecessor was somewhere in sight.
Yot who among the younger play-
wrighta possess even a part of his
gkill In playwriting?
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Missing In ‘Everyday.”

Two of the most Interestisg char-
poters In “Everyday" do not appear.
One of them. Misa Empire, who poer-

million.”
amount of his fortune may be found
In the assertion that it “kept on p'ling
up.” What a plle It must have boen!

sonally conducted Php'iis  Nolan | Then what noble use he and Miss
through Europe for a period of O¥e| poiee would have made of it. Miss
years, did seem to be In the hall Bf,f'rlnlhnrﬂ renlly should have brought

the family residence during the Arst|,p.m to

H h t gether, She had her own plan
act of Rachel Crothers's play. But she | yawever, She never moant "E?ei‘gdnrﬁ:
passed out without any revealation of | he n tragedy on berole lines. ﬁa ahie
her intereosting self to the audience, kept theve Titant

at,
She was an unusual woman. She ddn't Then author: nrlwm‘hw: think the
only tell her eharge all about the B:ui'.t!| publle cares r.ust for ﬂ.l‘P[IﬂﬂI. What

Carre at the Louvre and the plgeons
on the Pinzzn at Venlee, the rose gar-
don In Nuremburg and the Poet's Cor-

|1n the werld would any flapper be In
|--‘t'rlrnr[."nn with Misse Empire? When
- she guthered her family about her to
ner at Westminster, tnllk about the prostitute we almost
She would have acorned, according to | sumpect that the returned traveller wns
the enthusiagtic pralse of her pupil In|in reality wooking powur epater le bour-
lifs ¢~ =tnp at such things, Ehe went | gasfs.  The rame thought crept into |
deepor, When thelr tax] knocked over s.e minds when she began to talk
@ street walker In Parle—why do We .hout her cirarettes. But she war n
suspect Puris when no place was men- peaduct of Miss Empire’s educational
tioned?—on the way to the river 0 p,ethods after all, Grent woman that
drown her baby Miss Empire took her myet have been.
In. Bhe lived in the family until hrri
end was brought about

through n|
tragedy too sombre for Sunday morn- |
tng rending. |

Pmpire?  What

Mothers Wil Continne.

. Wa shall certainly have ths stams
an appropriate mother with ue #0 long as popular ae-|
name! She must have been a master- | tréssas murt pay the pannlty of time
ful person, mentally ae well as phyni- and pasa onut of the'r first girlhond, !
eally. How we shou'd have loved to | Thera In A whola Hterature during the
got a look at her! Massive brow of last thees-quartarn of a eentury writ-
conrao: large, deepeet eyes; Lroad and ten far her. Tt was= not altogether con- |
benevolent noes, Bhe was really an| fined to the emo‘lonal French drama, |
interesting type. The playwright could | althouph that moures 4id In ens way
wall bave Introdiuced her, Bho would and another ppply many examples,
nave made an eppropriate mate for the  But in Enpliah  thera was  “Mast
ttante Berry Wyman, also undivulged Tynne” which served for so many no- |
n the flesh,

Other evidence as to the

Nowndays girihood—at all events,
stage girlhood—-in=ts longer than [t
did  When women are still kittens at
forty-=ix, it Is pousible to postpone
much longer than formerly the date at
which they might he expected renson-
ahbly to play mothers, Yot the popular
Mina Laurette Taylor, emancipated at
last from the theatrs of Hartlay Man-
nern, s going to play a mother In
“Humoresqua,” and at iha Panch and
Judy Theatre Mian Pamoln Gaythorne,
Iooking qulte as young as har son, In
apite af the powderad halr, In playing &
mother with quite irreaistible lovaells
nean of manner,

Aftar all, 1t musrt ba mors or lssn of
a rollef ta the renlly skilful notress to
pam over Into this fAeld, It Al4 net
neem to afford Mise Maxine [lett
much pance of mind In "Trimmod In
Bearlot,” whioh mey have hesn dus to
the somawhat Ama'ln preparation she
nnda, but thers (a assiirad'y & sense of

of “Msin Strest” pearingin
O $Hors
F

%tre

| trosmen Aurine the Anye of Ita long. rellef In not having 1o look the mn——-:

That would have baen a palring of popularity, and a lint of others asces. fust at that aritieal stage whon looking |

mighty souls and minds, Hs madae rible to the waman pant her girthond,
money In such quantition that thers The hyvsterical writers of the French,
was & casual peferance to "hia las:|ten emotional school supplied many others.

thnt part |s, a8 & matter of faer, sunh
haed worlk,
In "We Glrls" Miss Mary Toung

seems to be having a much better nmol

daughter, and It
the affords the
pleasure.
| always found much greater succes:s as
|n
mature rale evor affocded hor, In “Mac-| work so neither masterplace wnuld be
beth,™ for Instance, the popularity of damaged by a transfer of the diajogus
her
great,
of Bhakespeare so beautifully as Mise |
Marlowe doea to-day I8 to have alproximately the same thing, but they
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Girl- De-Laooks?” Columbia
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Miss LENORE ULRIC
APPE‘dP’.‘ﬂg n “Kiki
Beltasco

Miss RUTH SHEPLEY
Appearing in
" Her S.lfm;yg Man " at the
Cort.

&

&
henuty which |s llke another vaunted
benuty, genlus,

Lnnguange of the Flappers.

It Is amnzing to observe the striking
resemblance between the language of
the flappers. It would be quite pos
elble to put into the mouth of May
Raymond In “Everyday” the same
words that are spokon by Florencr—
family name not supplied—in “The In
| timate Strangers” and there would not
be any confusion. Indeed the pow:
ful dramatic texture of Miss Crothers's
play la quite equa! to the Intenne'y
Shakespearian girl than any more| Iramatic qua'lty of Mr. Tarkington's

than Miss Day., who s playing her
Ir quite cortain that
udience much more

Unluckily, Miss Marlowe has

and Mr. Sothern was never so thnt falls to the two young women of

But to play the young women | 1o play.

\

| Theatre Guild Offers Two Plays;
David Belasco to Produce ‘Kiki’

MONDAY,

GARRICK TAFATRE—The Theatrs Julld for (ts second b1l of ths ssason
will present twn piaye from the French—*"The Wife WIith n Smile” by
Denys Amial and Andra Ol ay, and “Boaboursche,™ by Gesrges Courteiina
Arna'd Daly will have the leading man'a part In hoth. with M!ss B arche
Yurla playicg apposits him In the flret and Mies Ollvs May In the ascond,

CENTURY THEATRE—T . Snothern and Julla Mariows beg'n the Init two
woolka [ thelr sa son of Bhalcoapenrs The repertolrs for the weak ~prns
with *Twolfth Nighh® Monday night; “Mam's” Tus~May and Baturday
nighte; “The Taming of th: Ahrew Wadneadny and Filday nights: “The
Morehant of Venlea™ Thuraday night. and “Twelfth Night Baturday
matines,

CORT THEATRE — John Cart will presant “Tlsr A&inry Wan,” by Forreat
Hutherfard, In nasociation with Alex Anronsshn. M'as Ruth Sheplay, A.
It Van Nuren, Wi Daming and MAra May Ollyer head the cast,

MANHMATTAN OPERA NOUSH — Tha flrst performancs in New Tork of
Strauns's operetia, “Frashiingeinft,” wiil be seen,

TUTADAY,

NELANCO THNPATAR — David Ne'asen will pressnt Mira Tanars Ulrle In
SHINLY & charrotep study by Andrs Toard, adapted hy Mn, Malascs, Th's
yranth play is In thres epleoden, The o 'mpany Insludes Bam N, Fardy,
Mas Figman, Thomas Findiay, Bdney Toler, Baxon Kling and Thomas

-

Mitahall,

o

Not only must the flappera say ap- |

Tum t =ay it in the same way—that is,
indifferently but loudly, out of the side
of the mouth generally and always
with the freshness of a sudden in-
gpiration, The vocabulary, as well as
the manner of speaking, Is rapidly be-
coming just as standardized among the
flappers as It I8 among the gold dig-

| gers,

| Popular types such as these which
ure wuddenty discovered by the play-

| wrights are soon worked to death.

*T'hr- dramatizts #o at them so relent-

| lersly. They never let up on them.
There will be flappers and gold digrers
in the contemporaneous drama until
the public I8 weary of the slght of
them. Already there are signs of re-
belllon agalnst the pold digeer. The

| e'ties outslde New York have Indeed
| flsen against her and will have none
|01' the hussy, Toere will 2oon be the
| eama revulsion ageinst the flapper. It
|1-- to he said tn her defence, however,
| that she Is at ten~t “nice.” They are
not chorus girls, fannikins and ather
iesa markedly classifled young persons
who remaln In the pubile comprehen-
slon only ene sort. whatever Avery
Hopwood, Miss Fannle Hurst and W,
J. Hurlbut try to make out of them,
Miss Hurst in "Back Pay" sanctifles
her lttle gold digger by compelling
her to tnke a taxi ride to Broaklyn in
gearch of a girlhood lover. What an
atonemeoent! |
The Impenitent parent haa n]wnynl
heen & populnr stase figura. Only a|
fow vea ago Charles Frohman was
woeking for a new wersion of "My
Awful Dad” which was popular for
yenra, or some new treatment of the |
| same theme which should be just as
effective. He wanted the play for Jokn

Drew. ‘The famous o!d farce of that

name unfortunately had only one act

There were geveral in the drama, but

| in reality but one of them counted
The prodlzal father, since nobody ap-
peared with the play Mr. Frohman

wanted for the papu'ar Mr Drew, wns
not therefore restored to the stage He |
will come back, however, since the
netors ag well as the publle love him.
Tn the meantime thsa mother who will
not grow old has put her more or less
ormamented hemad over the theatrical
haorizon.

Miss Mary Ryan as Mother.

Mnary Rysn Incarnates this stubborn
peraon in *Only 38" at the Cort Thea-

tre, but woes no [urther than ex-|
heneing for her istomary sult of
solemn black a Muffy effort which |
he may, after all. have "run up” on
he machine herself. althoush It is suf

ficlently modish to distresa the two

vonnesters who would keep her the
perpetunl widow of an elderly clergy- |
man If they had thelr way Peyond|
this sudden rejectlnn of the chrysalls,
«he remaine the godly righteous and
snhor person that tWe conereentions?
Inwist on. The frisky mother of 44
who haa been made by the Hattons

i=hth Btreet Is quite a differcnt per-
mon.
fo differont, Indeed, In ahe that her
{=at appearance befare the audience s
| 'n a mnak that makes her look for all
‘he world na |f she wore
horaslf against the danger of balne
ranend, Mare eritical becomes her con-
tiiet s the play ndvances. Bhe talks |
danring =tope with a boy voung snough |
a ke her son and aven practises them. |
fhe han beauty dnctors and other phy-
atelane and Ina'sts that Rer daughter |
fram the convent Ir only a guest, Her|
feneka are changed so often that they
ronmg to Impross the andlence.
| Nomna of the materinl alda to Mualon |
ta half mo ennvineing as Mine 3[.‘1?_\':
Taune's claver acting, Shea graphical. |
v Indlenten the frivellty and \'n'nll'l-'|
af the waman who s broueht to her|
| maniran with so much difflculty. But
fn the matter of her age It Is Miss
Tollethe Day who dnen mast to keop
*he yonrs In the minda af the apecta-
| tars,

.
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| the Auditorfum the country, with Mr

Ity weeks,

| sung In German duoring the

o 4 &, Denver Mme. Gluck. and her accom-
heralne of “We Qirla” at the Forty- | agnist were Invited to supper after a

protecting

Did You Hear - ?

That Andreas Dippel Is to Give
Opera in Middle West
Towns,

By LUCIEN CLEVES,
NDREAB® DIPFEL will start to
the Middle West next week to

A make the final arrangements

for the opora company which he will
send to i list of eities, although De-
troit, Pittsburgh, Cinelnnati nnd Cleve-
land are to form the nucleus of the
new musleal enterprise, There are
novel fentures of the season which it
Is thought will prevent some of the
nnancial disappointments which have
csually resulted from such urdertak-
Ings. With the Metropolitan Opera
Compeny providing the East and the
Chiengo Opora  Assoclation starting
westwnrd at the close of lts season at

Dippel's new scheme, should mcelve:

| Its full supply Jf opera. |

“Thers will be un entirely new sys- |
tem of performances,” Mr. Dippel sald |
to the reporter of Tue NEw York
Hematp who songht him out for a de- |
seription of the new undertaking, “ard’

| the season we now planned will begin

next October and contlnue for twen- |
It has usually happened |
that the cities of the Middle Weast have
had their opern when it suited the
iarger companies ard all at once. In
Pittsburgh, for Instance, the seasons
wora always glven In Holy Week.
Then the perfurmances were crowded
into two or three nights or at the most
a week in other nlares |

“The new comnpany will om the other
hand elve two representntions a month
In n eity dorlng & perlod of five montha,
The comrany will travel from one aolty
to another In ovr clrevit glving these
operas. The next month the renertolre
will consist of two other porular works.
The programmes will be In this way
changed every month. [ have the best
artists willing to join the company. ‘Titta
Ruffo, Mme. Tetrazzinl, Mme. BSchu-
mann-Heink, Mme. Matzrnaver and
Mme. Homer as we'l as many others of
the most famors singers will be heard
with the eampany. The repertol-s will
fnelede !l the posinr  worka in
French and [tallan, ‘“Thals' ‘Cormen,”
‘La Boheme," 'Tosca,' ‘'Pagllacel,' 'Te
Niwz: Al FY arr'a A hea'an'a d aperas
will be given In these languages,
‘De Walk ¢ ¢ w'll be the one
first =neg

gon."
Mr. Dinrel will start on Tresdny to |
viglt the ritles In which the performances |

pre to ba given if there is no vnforeseen

| abatacle In the final adiestmert of the
plan, which w1l be novel In the detnlls
| 6f operatic performance In this conntry.

“1 have learned one thire ip my ex-
perleres sg dl=~ctor of the Chl*ago Opera |

Associat’on in this covntry.”
o

Mr. Diprel
:@ald to the re “and that la the
futllity of glving o atle rerformances
anywhere when finpneial faliure is cer-
tain. It |s absurd cven to go to elties |
whish gffer o large graranty when the |
expensea will be so great that Ilnss la
plalnly to be foresesn. 1 am convinced |
that operatie enterprise of that kind In |
this country s alréeady at an end.”

Would a-Travelling Geo.

The MMeilties between a popriar star
and her manager have now besn ad-
Justed and they will not part, althoiigh
that result was oxpected vntil Friday.
Then It was agresd that after playing
for three weeks more In this clty the
auctress should go to Boston, Philndelphia
and other citles Instead of appearing In
the new play which the manager had
secented for her.

The differences between them began
In a very unusual way. The young
woman, contrary to all usual experl-

ence in such cases, would go on the road.
She wanted to travel to the large citiea
of the country, Her contract promised |
her that privilege and she w deter- |
minad to stand on her righta he man-
ager proiested, He wanted her In his |
theatre for the run of another play
which he Is to produce.

“I don't want to be oniy a New York
netress,” this young woman explained
‘Bt I want to make n prblle for myself
everywhers In this country If | can. 1|
know that the metropolitan public s
the most fickle In the world. 1 know |
that New York audlences have to see |
yvou in a relgning success hnlf a dozen
times befors they even remember your |
name. 1 also know that after ¢y have
WEn YOU A . ¥ times they @ Hkaly
to express o v.ory decided sufficlency of
your presonce,

“It Is for that reason that I want to
travel while I am yoin2 enough to have |
eople in other cities llke me. [ want|
tn make friends evirywhere In this coun- |
try. 1 know that the 1oally Important
vomen like Mrs. Fiske, Margaret Anglin,
Maude Adams and Julin Marlowe are
ot only New York favorites. They have
# pubtic all over the country. They are |
able to draw audiences in every clty. |

“That's the kind of an actress | hope |
to be some day, and 1 am too nnxtonnl
for that sort of n carcer to let It go rnrI
he sake of the comfort to be enjoyed |
tn this city, &o next month 1 start out|
and If they like me and my play [ hope |
to net for another year in the hinterland.
Then you know that has the advaniage
of making New York llke you & great
deal better when you get home,"

ek na Alma Den.

“Her Salary Man,” which Is to be acted
next week at the Cort Theatre, !s the
work of Horace Rutherford of Denver,

Alma ¢

who I8 a stee] magnate at most timos
und only a dramatist In hls hours of
eise. e wrote the new play which s |

work somewhat more than o
year ngo. He had great satlsfaction In |
writing It amd he felt there would be |
still greater satisfaction In seeing It
nctad, he sent the manus Tipt of |
‘Her Salary sMan” to a New York play
broker and waited. Of course he walted,
That is the fate of the new playwright |

Now Mrs. Rutherford was as Alathea
Jawell, the aceompnr ‘et for Mme ,\lnm:
iluck, most popuiar of concert AOpranocs, |

his Arsi

S

oncert. There Misa Jowell met Mr
Nutherford and they were married with-
in & year. Bo Mra Rutherford thought
f Mme Gluck ana her husband, Efrem
mhaliat, whan the play agent sent
no answer

e Gluek got the play and showed
John Cort. Mr Cort was so Im-
pressed with the work that he Immedi-
ately accanted it. 8o In the audlence at
the Cort Theatrs to‘morrow night are
eartaln to be Mr. Zimbalist and hia
wife to e the new play and “root” with
other friends of Mr. Rutherford for Ita
ETeAt EUCcosaan .

I to

The Provineetown Players will soon
praduce at thelr theatrs "The Thumb
of the Potter,” by Theodore Drelser.

Mme. Sarah Dernhardy 18 te play the
Isading role in a new play written for
her by Loula Verneull, her grandson-in-
Inw,

Thomas Ren recently acted in London
for the 5¥th timy, the title role In
“Abrnham Lincoin. | John Drinkwater,
the author, on that secasion appeared na
the Uhrovicle, |

The Greatest Sporting Gooda
Store in the World

Madison Avenue and 45th Stresd

New York

-

1.5 the open season for
gift hunters—and there’s
big game in sight.

One may fill his bag, any
morning or afternoon, at
the point where the blazed
trail crosses the boulevard,

Gifts which have the
gpo ting flavor—which have
a meaning and a use—rich
in sentiment and reasonable
in price.

At no other season does
the greatest spo ting goods
gtore in the world so well
display its versatility.

Gifts Which Warm
the Heart

For the sportsman, trav-
eler, sportswoman, and the
open-air boy and girl—se-
lections well nigh unlimited.

Sweater coats, sweaters
and waistcoats — the finest
that Scotland produces,

Ulste~s, suits of imported
tweeds, golf hose and shoes
—clothes, footwear and
headwear specially adapted
to gift purposes.

Spitalfields silk secarfs,
cashmere mufflers, skating
caps and scarfs. riding crops
and boots, white buck shoes,
the world's best gloves,

Dressing gowns
smoking jackets,

and

Implements and
Novelties of Sport

From an express rifle for the
tiger hunter to a set of mother
o'-penrl poker chips.

Golf clubs and bags, flasks,
luncheon Lkits, wutches, den
clocks, traveling conveniences,
cocktail shakers, binoculars, ten-
nis bats, sport jewelry.

Fishing kits, pipes, belts, cam-
eras, camp goods, card tabl
knives, razors, new cigar .fﬂ
cigarette cases.

Write for Christmas Booklet.

Abercrombie
& Fitch Co-

Madison Avenue and 45th Street
New York

“Wkere tte Blazed Trail
Crosses the Boulevard”




